Chart 08, Numbers 10 & 11 


Husband’s Name: JOSEPH SMIRES, JUNIOR 

Born: 1789-1799 

Married: January/February 1826 Allentown, Monmouth County, NJ 
Died: 23 December 1854 

Buried: Emley’s Hill Methodist Episcopal Cemetery, Creamridge, NJ' 

Father: JOSEPH SMIRES, SENIOR. (died 1818) 

Mother: NANCY THOMAS 

Wife’s Name: MARGARET THOMAS 

Born: 10 December 1807 Millstone Township, Monmouth County, NJ 
Died: 7 October 1869 

Buried: Emley’s Hill Methodist Episcopal Cemetery 

Father: WILLIAM THOMAS, SENIOR (2 November 1779 — 20 March 1850) 

Mother: Mary (1785 — 13 September 1854) 

Issue: Born: Where: 

1) MARYANN SMIRES 1827 Monmouth County, NJ 
2) JOSEPH SMIRES, III February 1828 NJ 

3) WILLIAM SMIRES 20 October 1830 NJ 

4) CHARLES SMIRES 13 January 1834 Monmouth County, NJ 
5) ROBERT SMIRES December 1837 NJ 

6) JANE SMIRES c1838 NJ 

7) FRANCIS “FANNY” SMIRES c1840 NJ 

8) ELIZABETH SMIRES c1841 NJ 

9) EZEKIEL SMIRES March 1842 NJ 

10) DANIEL C. SMIRES c1844 NJ 





JAMES B. STAFFORD, ESQUIRE performed their wedding 


MARASIED, ceremony in Allentown. The exact date hasn’t been found 


At Trenton, on the 5 shy Win. Be : ; 
eet Mr. Kleander Wend ide ee yet. The wedding announcement to the left, found in the 


ae ee ae Daily True American, a Trenton-based newspaper of the 
é ivtenm ott Y ij ‘ 7 
} B. Stafford Esq. Mr Amos ell rage time, does not reveal the date. Two other local newspapers 


Bristol Pena. to Miss ELtdaagri Roatws,of |] carried the announcement as well, the Trenton Federalist 
the foriner place. 


_Atthe tne place te tme fr Josrra and The Emporium. 
. Mean PARES Tnonas, both IN 1819 JOSEPH inherited 55 °/199 acres of land 
By Simucl Bigck Eaq.on the evening of the iJ according to the terms of the last Will and Testament of his 
26th ult. Mr Samuen Sumgve, “of Manfeld. | 3 ; ; 1 
to Miss Maty R. daugheer of Job Stockton (f grandfather JOSEPH SMYARS.” He also inherited a ‘/¢ share 
if _. ‘I in another tract of 59 “°/199 acres from his grandfather. This 
tract was purchased by JOSEPH SMYARS on 10 December 1802. On 22 August 1825 JOSEPH sold 


; Spring field, both of Burlington county, 
his '/6 share in the second tract to his brother ROBERT SMIRES for $30.00." 
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The family appears in the 1840 census in Upper Freehold Township, Monmouth County 
where JOSEPH is a farmer.” At 18 years of age, their daughter MARYANN, of Burlington County, 
married in 1845. It is not known if she was living away from the family at this time or if the 
whole family had moved into Burlington County. In a mortgage from 1845 of a neighboring 
property in Jackson Township comes the best information. In that record the three JOSEPH’S are 
referred to as SENIOR, JUNIOR, and the GRANDSON. At that time JOSEPH SMIRES the GRANDSON was 
living on the farm that formerly belonged to JOSEPH SMIRES, SENIOR. The property had passed 
from his grandfather to his father JOSEPH and was currently being held by the heirs and assigns 
of JOSEPH SMIRES, JUNIOR. The tract was on or near the Mount Holly Road.° This description 
identifies the property as the 59.45 acre tract which was divided into 6 equal parts among the 
heirs. Recall that the 55.08-acre tract had been left to JOSEPH in entirety. JOSEPH had sold his 
interest in the larger farm in 1825 to his brother so exactly why he was the one to be living there 
is a puzzle. They were still in Jackson Township, Ocean County in 1850.’ This County had just 
been partially created from portions of Monmouth, so the family may not have physically moved. 
JOSEPH is shown as a laborer with $200.00 in real estate. On 8 January 1851 he purchased 2 
tracts of land, 7 acres and 18 acres, from RICHARD ROBBINS; these are listed as lots No. 2 and 3 
in later records and are adjacent to his grandfather’s land. The combined lots contained about 80 
acres. A J. SMIERS is shown as an owner of a lot northeast of Prospertown on the 1851 J.B. 
Shields map of Upper Freehold Township. This is probably the same person. The best property 
description comes from the description of a neighboring property that was mortgaged in 1845. 

According to census returns, he was born circa 1799. His grave marker in Emley’s Hill 
Methodist Episcopal Cemetery gives his age as 65 years, placing his birth year around 1789. 
JOSEPH died intestate in 1854. Letters of Administration were granted to MARGARET on 17 
February 1855 by THOMAS C. HARRISON, Ocean County Surrogate.* An inventory filed on the 
same date had been done a week earlier by WILLIAM C. HOLDMAN and JAMES STEWARD. It 
reveals a small, self-contained farm with 8 animals, 2 wagons, 2 plows and a beehive, totaling 
$246.50.” An index to the estate records is on file with the Ocean County Court House.'° On 7 
May 1857, MARGARET received $18.37 as settlement of account of personal inventory. !' 

While the personal estate appears uncomplicated and easily settled, the same can not be said 
for the real estate. JOSEPH SMIRES, III filed a petition in the Ocean County Orphan’s Court 
requesting the appointment of commissioners to divide the real estate. The reason to have court- 
appointed commissioners divide the property usually stems from an inability to reach an 
agreement amongst the heirs. ISRAEL J. WOODWARD, JOHN R. ROBBINS and JOSEPH R. DEBOW 
were appointed as commissioners on 12 October 1859 for MARYANN SOUTHARD, JOSEPH SMIRES, 
WILLIAM SMIRES, JANE ESTEL, CHARLES SMIRES, ROBERT SMIRES being entitled to an undivided 
tenth part and FRANCIS FERGUSON, ELIZABETH ESLICK, EZEKIAL SMIRES and DANIEL SMIRES who 
are minors being entitled to an undivided tenth part.'’ The land mentioned above, plus the right 
of dower of MARGARET SMIRES, was sold at public auction to JOHN H. BuRK for $720.00. The 
report confirming this, dated 1 May 1860, specifies that the land contained about 80 acres 
(consisting of lots 2 and 3 mentioned earlier and the approximately 55 acre tract from his 
grandfather). The court ordered the commissioners to withhold $241.66 from the $720.00 
received. Being clear of the dower they are to invest that sum in public stock with the interest 
being paid to JOSEPH’s widow. '° The transfer of the land took place on 2 June 1860.'* The Order 
to Pay Proceeds is dated 9 October 1860 and, in addition to the $241.66 withheld and invested, 
orders that $389.01 be divided in equal one-tenth parts ($38.90) and distributed to the 10 heirs: 
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. JOSEPH SMIRES 
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... ELIZABETH ESLICK, wife of ALEXANDER ESLICK, ...EZEKIAL SMIRES, ... DANIEL SMIRES. It was 
further ordered that, as the last four were minors; their shares would be invested for them. The 
remainder of the money, $89.33, went to the commissioners.'° 

In 1860, MARGARET is found as head of household in New Hanover Township, Burlington 
County. '© She has $100.00 in personal property. Her sons ROBERT and DANIEL are with her and 


listed as farm laborers. 


MARGARET died in 1869 and was interred by her husband at Emley’s Hill Methodist 
Episcopal Cemetery. Their separate grave markers are placed head-to-toe, not side-by-side. 


1 
Issue:!” 


1) MARYANN SMIRES: married JOSEPH S. SOUTHARD on the 18" of January, 1845. One 
wedding announcement mentions that MARYANN was living in Burlington County at the time 
of her wedding. Their story is continued in Volume 1, Chapter 1. 


2) JOSEPH SMIRES: appears to have married ANN B. __ (born 1834) and lived in Plumstead 
Township.'* The 1880 census find JOSEPH and ANN, 51 and 45 respectively, living in 
Hamilton Township, Mercer County.'” In the 1900 census, when they were living in Upper 
Freehold Township, Monmouth County, JOSEPH’S birth is given as February 1828 and ANN 


in March 1834.7° 


3) WILLIAM SMIRES: was married on the 3™ of July, 1856 in New Egypt. His bride, JANE 
ESLICK, was born on the 7 a July, 1837 to ALEXANDER ESLICK and HANNAH COALMAN. 
WILLIAM died on 20 March 1880 and was interred at Jacobstown Baptist Cemetery. In the 
1880 census for Ellisdale, New Hanover Township appears a 45 year-old, widowed JANE 


SMIRES, with her son JAMES, 10, and Mary SMIRES, 65, single, insane.’! JANE died 24 J anuary 
1910 and was interred at Jacobstown Baptist Cemetery. 


a) 


b) 


JOHN STOCKTON SMIRES: born March 1857 or 1858, married TRENEY MESSLER on 23 
July 1881. In 1900 they lived in Pemberton Township, Burlington County.” TRENEY died 
in Pemberton at 77 years of age on 7 January 1937.” JOHN died 18 September 1945. 
Buried in Pointville Methodist Episcopal Cemetery now located within the confines of 
Fort Dix. Five known children: 

i) CLARENCE SMIRES: born August 1883; married MARY and lived at 927 Quinton 
Avenue in the city of Trenton with their children in 1920: 

(1) CLIFFORD SMIRES: born 1915 
(2) RALPH SMIRES: born 1917 

ii) ANNA SMIRES: born September 1886 

iii) EMILY SMIRES: born February 1890 

iv) ELMER SMIRES: born October 1891; worked on farm of LEWIs and MARY NERKS (?) 
in New Hanover Township in 1910.”° By 1920 he had married MARGARET and had 
three children. Living on Mary Street in Pemberton, he was an oil truck driver.”° 
MARGARET died in 1986 and ELMER in 1989; both buried in Pointville Methodist 
Episcopal Cemetery in Fort Dix. 

v) ELMIRA SMIRES: born July 1897 

GEORGE SMIRES: born 28 December 1859 in New Hanover Township, married first 

MIRIAM L. DANLEY (born 15 May 1860). MIRIAM died in her 50s at Sykesville on 10 

February 1913 and was buried in Pointville Methodist Episcopal Cemetery in Fort Dix.’ 

GEORGE, then living in New Egypt, married again in 24 March 1918 in Jacobstown. The 

online newspaper extracts contain the following: GEORGE SMIRES married (2) RUTH 

EDITH LAND of New Egypt and GEORGE SMIRES married (2) RUTH WAGNER of Jersey 

City.”* Given the rarity of the name, it is doubtful 2 weddings took place. GEORGE died in 

Camden at the age of 74, on 12 January 1934. He had been living in New Egypt. He was 

buried in Pointville Methodist Episcopal Cemetery in Fort Dix.”? Children are from first 

marriage to MIRIAM L. DANLEY: 

i) WILLIAM SMIREs: born 1888. In 1910, a 23 year-old WILLIAM SMIRES 1s found living 
and working on the farm of HOWARD and KATIE LETTS near Jobstown in Springfield 
Township.*’ On 9 June 1911 WILLIAM SMIRES married REBECCA BOWKER in Mount 
Holly; both lived in Pointville.*' In 1920 they, with three children, were living on 
Browns Mills Road in New Hanover Township with WILLIAM being a laborer at 
nearby Camp Dix.*? WILLIAM died in 1956 and REBECCA on 27 June 1962 in Mount 
Holly; both buried in Pointville Methodist Episcopal Cemetery in Fort Dix. 

(1) ELLIE M. SMIREs: born July 1915 
(2) RYLAND E. SMIRES , born November 1917 
(3) THELMA D. SMIREs: born August 1919 

ii) ABEL SMIRES: married MAUDE PARENT; living in New Hanover Township in 1910.*° 
In 1920 the family of four was living at 138 North 26" Street in Camden where ABEL 
was a carpenter.** 

(1) GEORGE SMIRES: born 1913 
(2) FRANCIS SMIRES: born 1919, married HELEN REUSTLE (born 1919); lived in Maple 
Shade, NJ until his death on the 26" of December 1996. 


4) 


(a) LYNNE SMIRES: married ? BASNAR. LYNNE is vice-principal at Absegami High 
School in Absecon, NJ. 
(b) Lots SMIRES: married ? ARGENBRIGHT. 
iii) BEULAH SMIRES: born 1884; married ? Marles. BEULAH died in 1917 and was buried 
in Pointville Methodist Episcopal Cemetery in Fort Dix. 

c) JOSEPH SMIRES: born 26 May 1861 in Plumstead Township, Ocean County. He may have 
been married before marrying MARY LEWIS (born circa 1871) in 1900. The census records 
of 1920, but not 1910, indicate a son born in 1893. In 1910 the family was living on the 
road from Jobstown to Sailor Pond in Juliustown, Springfield Township.*° By 1920 they 
had moved to Arneys Mount Road in the same township.*° He died 3 August 1926. 

i) BENJAMIN SMIRES: born 1893. 

ii) GRANVILLE SMIRES: born 1901, married ELMIRA ROFF 

iii) DANIEL SMIRES: born 1906(?) 

iv) ROBERT SMIRES: born 27 September 1906, died 31 October 1964, buried Mt. Holly 
Cemetery. 

d) CHARLES SMIRES: born 10 June 1865, died 15 February 1866(?), Plumstead Township, 
Ocean County. 

e) JAMES B. SMIRES: born May 1872; married NORA N. (Born March 1869) in 1895; were 
LIVING on Willow Street in Bordentown in 1900 where JAMES was a brakeman.*” In 1910 
they were at 249 Prince Street in that city and JAMES was still working for the railroad. 
1920 saw little change except a short move down the street to 525 Prince Street. One 
known child: 

i) JOSEPH SMIRES: born November 1896. 
f) HOWARD SMIRES: possible sixth child, not definite. 


CHARLES SMIRES: married MARY A. DENNIS (born 1836, died 1919); they were living in 
Plumstead Township in 1860.°* The Consolidate Enrollment Lists for the Civil War of 1863- 
4 has CHARLES as a 28 year old farmer, born in Ocean County and living in New Egypt. It 
appears he may have also used the name JOHN: JOHN SMIRES, 35 years old, appears with his 
wife MARY, 33 years old, and son HARRISON, 13 years old, owning a farm valued at $3000.00 
in 1870 in New Hanover Township. Their personal property is valued at $500.00. Living 
with them are SAMUEL DENNIS, 81 years old and his wife MARTHA DENNIS, 53 years old, 
believed to be MARY’S parents, and EMMA DENNIS, 11 years old. In 1880, CHARLES, MARY 
A. and son CHARLES, then 5 years old are in Pointville New Hanover Township and SAMUEL 
and EMMA DENNIS are enumerated with them again. MARTHA DENNIS had died 25 April 
1877, being buried in Jacobstown Methodist Cemetery. The 1880 enumeration was 
completed early in the year as SAMUEL DENNIS died 22 April 1880 and was buried next to his 
wife. In 1885 CHARLES, MARY A. and CHARLES V. SMIRES are still in New Hanover 
Township. 1900 finds them in Woodland Township, Burlington County with their daughter- 
in-law NELLIE SMIRES (wife of HARRISON?).*” He died 26 March 1901. A 72 year old 
widowed MARY SMIRES is found in 1910 as a servant, living with HANNAH PLATT in New 
Hanover Township. Both of MARY’S children were dead by this point.*° Mary died in 
Palmyra on 22 February 1919 at 79 years of age.*! They are buried at Jacobstown Methodist 
Cemetery.” 

a) Ross H.C. HARRISON SMIRES: born 14 November 1857, New Hanover Township 


5) 


6) 


7) 


7) 


8) 


b) CHARLES V. SMIRES: born 13 January 1872. There exists a second CHARLES SMIRES who 
was ten years older and should not be confused with this one. CHARLES died 4 December 
1899 and was buried with his parents. 


ROBERT SMIRES: married MARYANN MELK (born 1828, NJ) 24 August 1861 in Plumstead 

Township, Ocean County. They were living in New Hanover Township in 1870.** By 1880 

they had moved to Berkley Township in Ocean County.** MARYANN died in the following 

decade and ROBERT married REBECCA (born February 1854) in 1890 and they were living 

Lacey Township in the same county by 1900.*° 

a) ABBY SMIRES: born 1862. 

b) AMELIA SMIRES: born 4 May 1867, Stafford Township, Ocean County. 

c) JOSEPH SMIREs: born 1869. In 1920, a 51 year-old JOSEPH with 48 year-old wife ELLA 
are living in Forked River, Ocean County with their son FLOYD SMIRES, 23 and his wife 
ELMA and a second son JOSEPH SMIRES, 18. JOSEPH was a boat builder.*° 


JANE SMIRES: 


FRANCES SMIRES: known as F'ANNY; married WILLIAM FERGUSON on 31 December 1857 in 
Upper Freehold Township in Monmouth County. They were living in New Hanover 
Township in Burlington County by 1880, but had moved on by 1885.*” WILLIAM worked as a 
farm laborer. His 70-year-old mother, ELIZABETH FERGUSON 1s found living with them in 
1880. 

a) MARGARET FERGUSON: born 1870. 

b) CAROLINE FERGUSON: born 1875. 

c) ELIZA FERGUSON: born 1877. 

d) DANIEL FERGUSON: born 1879. 


EZEKIAL SMIRES: fought in the Civil War. He appears in the 1870 census of New Hanover 
Township, with wife SARAH (born 1846, NJ).** They have not been located in the 1880 
census. His claim for a Civil War pension involving a wound to one side of the face was 
approved in August 1881; in 1883 he was receiving $2.00 a month and living in 
Georgetown.” They were living on Oliver Street in Bordentown in 1900 and 1910.*° 
EZEKIAL died in Bordentown at 72 years of age on 31 October 1910.°' SARAH died 1 
February 1918 in Bordentown.” Three children, 2 named: 

a) JAMES B. SMIRES: born 16 May 1873, died 29 November 1952. 

b) ALBERT SMIRES: born August 1881 


JANE SMIRES: married MATTHIAS B. ESTEL on 27 January 1865.° > BARCOLOW ESTEL appears 
in the 1895 NJ census in Upper Freehold Township.” In the Robbins Burial Ground near 
Clarksburg are their grave markers; JANE’S age is off a bit: 


JANE SMIRES MATHIAS BURKALOW ESTEL 
Wife of BURKALOW ESTEL Private Co. G, 10'" Regiment, NJ Volunteers 
Died February 22, 1895 Died Jan. 19, 1913 


Aged 51.10.25 


9) 


a) EMMA ESTEL: was married to ARMISTED H. JOHNSON on 13 June 1874 by was REVEREND 
VINCENT MESSLER. 


DANIEL C. SMIRES: born 1844. DANIEL was in Company C, 11" Regiment of the NJ 
Volunteers in the Civil War; he received an abdominal injury during the conflict. Was living 
in Plumsted Township in 1860 as a farm laborer for CHARLES and SARAH WARNER” appears 
with wife SARAH H. WRIGHT (born 1847, NJ) and with son THOMAS (born 1866) in New 
Hanover Township in 1870. They are living in the same house as THOMAS MYERS and his 
family.*° The house was next to DANIEL’S sister MARYANN (SOUTHARD). By 1875 they were 
living in Upper Freehold Township and in 1880 they are living in Allentown.*’ He was living 
in Ellisdale when he filed a claim for a Civil War injury pension; it was approved in March 
1880 for a monthly payment of $4.00.°° DANIEL died in 1903 and SARAH in 1913, both 
interred at Ellisdale United Methodist Cemetery. Also in the plot is a marker for Our Baby 
with no name or date. Descendents still live in the area.”’ 

a) THOMAS C. SMIRES: born August 1866; married ESTELLA SOUTHARD (born 8 July 1870), 
daughter of SAMUEL C. SOUTHARD and FRANCIS HOPKINS, his wife. Living at 280 Walnut 
Avenue in Trenton, NJ in 1900 where THOMAS worked as a retail grocer.®° With them at 
this time was a widowed sister-in-law HANNAH BROWN. ESTELLA died 1935 and THOMAS 
in 1939, interred at Ellisdale Methodist Cemetery. Three known children: 

i) THOMAS CLARENCE SMIRES: born January 1900 

ii) SAMUEL CHARLES SMIRES 

iii) DANIEL CARLTON SMIRES: A CARLTON SMIRES of Pointville married MARIE DUNFEE 
from New Egypt on 16 October 1932 in Bordentown.°! 

b) ALBERT SMIRES: does not appear in 1870 or later census so it is thought he was born and 
died between 1867 and early 1870. 

c) FRANK/FRANKLIN SMIRES: born October 1871; married CLARA F. SOUTHARD (born 23 
March 1874), younger sister of ESTELLA on | January 1896 in Ellisdale. New Hanover 
Township for the 1900 census where he was a blacksmith. In 1920, CLARA’S 79 year- 
old widowed mother, FRANCIS SOUTHARD, is living with them in Ellisdale.°FRANK died 
17 November 1928 and CLARA on 28 March 1941. They are interred at Ellisdale 
Methodist Cemetery. Two known children: 

i) DANIEL LESLIE SMIRES: born November 1896, married MARGARET (born 1902, died 
1985). DANIEL died 1960; Ellisdale Methodist Cemetery. One known son: 

(a) DANIEL LESLIE SMIRES, JUNIOR: born 1922; married RUTH ELY (born 1926, 
died 2001, Ellisdale Methodist Cemetery). Died 6 December 2012; buried 
with wife. 4 known children: 

1. GLENN DAN SMIRES: married JUDY. Ellisdale, NJ. 
a. DEAN SMIRES 
i. DANIEL SMIRES 
b. PEGGY SMIRES 
2. DEAN LESLIE SMIRES: born 1958, married BARBARA (WELLS; born 
1960). DEAN died 14 September 1980, Ellisdale Methodist Cemetery.“ 
a. RENEE WELLS 
b. IAN WELLS 
3. CHRISTINE DEE SMIRES: married PAUL HAYES. Clarksburg, NJ. 


a. AMANDA HAYES 
4. SUSAN BETH SMIRES: married name is LEGGATT. Whiting, NJ. 
(b) DELORES SMIRES: married name KERNS. 
ii) ELSIE GERTRUDE SMIRES: born August 1898; died 1974; Ellisdale Methodist 
Cemetery. 

d) CARRIE SMIRES: born 8 April 1874, Ellisdale;® married ____ LAMB. She died 1920, 

interred with parents. 

i) LESTER LAMB: born 1901, died 1936, interred with mother. 
e) ANSON SMIRES 


10) ELIZABETH SMIRES: married first ALEXANDER ESLICK on 15 April 1857 in Plumstead 
Township, Ocean County, NJ. ALEXANDER was born 5 February 1835, son of ALEXANDER 
and HANNAH (COALMAN) ESLICK. ALEXANDER was the brother of JANE who married 
WILLIAM SMIRES (see above). ALEXANDER died on 2 June 1864 in the Civil War. He is 
buried at the National Cemetery in Cold Harbor, VA. They had one daughter: 

a) HANNAH ESLICK: married BRITTON PULLEN around 1875. They were living with 

HANNAH’S mother and her second husband JOHN, who was HANNAH’S uncle as well. 

i) SAMUEL PULLEN: born 1875. 

ii) ELIZABETH PULLEN: born 1878. 
After ALEXANDER’S death, ELIZABETH married (2) her brother-in-law JOHN C. ESLICK (born 5 
February 1832) on 26 July 1865 in New Egypt. JOHN was ALEXANDER’S brother. In 1880 
ELIZABETH and JOHN are living in Ewing Township with HANNAH PULLEN.” JouN died 28 
March 1917 and was buried the Baptist Cemetery in North Hanover Township, probably 
Jacobstown Baptist.°’ Death records for Plumstead Township note that ELIZABETH ESLICK, 
widowed, age 79, daughter of JOSEPH SMIRES and MARGARET THOMAS, died at New Egypt 
on 24 November 1919. 
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